
Red 3-Free: What You Need to Know

As the January 15, 2027 FDA compliance deadline approaches, Icing Images is committed to ensuring that our customers have
accurate, reliable information regarding the ban on Red Dye #3 and how it may affect their businesses.

The Regulation
On January 15, 2025, the FDA issued a final order banning Red Dye #3 (FD&C Red No. 3 / Erythrosine) from food and ingested drugs.
The ruling was published in the Federal Register (90 Fed. Reg. 4628, Document No. 2025-00830). The compliance deadline for food
manufacturers is January 15, 2027.

Who Does This Affect?
The word “manufacturer” under this mandate is much broader than most people realize, and applies on multiple levels:

Level 1 — Ink & Product Manufacturers
Companies like Icing Images that produce edible ink and food products containing Red Dye #3 must be fully compliant by the January
15, 2027, deadline.

Level 2 — Finished Food Product Manufacturers - IMPORTANT
Any individual or business selling a finished edible product containing Red Dye #3 — including cottage bakers, retail bakeries,
custom cake decorators, and farmers market vendors — is considered a manufacturer under this rule. The purchase date of Red Dye
#3 ingredients is irrelevant. Finished food product manufacturers are not permitted to use Red Dye #3 in any product sold after
January 15, 2027, regardless of when the ingredient was purchased.

Level 3 — The Home Baker
If you bake purely for personal enjoyment — for yourself and your family, with no selling, no donating, and no distributing — you are
the consumer. You may continue to use Red Dye #3 only if it was purchased before the January 15, 2027, deadline. After that date, no
one will be able to purchase any product containing Red Dye #3 as an ingredient. The moment you sell or distribute your product to
others, you move into Level 2, and compliance is required.

What about donations?
The FDA ban applies to food — not just food that is sold. There is no clear exemption for donations. We strongly caution against using
Red 3-containing products in anything leaving your immediate household. Please consult your own attorney or the FDA for guidance
specific to your situation.

How Will Colors Be Affected?
Red Dye #3 affects more colors than most people realize. Here is what you can expect:

Reds will shift toward orange. True, vibrant reds will be harder to achieve.
Pinks will appear warmer, potentially shifting toward peachy or salmon tones.
Purples may lose depth and richness. Lavenders and violets may appear less saturated.
Oranges may intensify or appear more vivid.
Tans and skin tones will be among the most challenging. Colors may appear more yellow or less warm, making natural-looking
flesh tones harder to achieve.
Greys may take on a cooler cast as the warm undertones Red 3 contributed are no longer present.

Colors relying primarily on yellow, cyan, or black pigments should remain largely unaffected. Icing Images has done extensive testing
and will share any updated settings and guidance as they become available.

Returns Policy
Please plan your inventory accordingly. Icing Images will not accept returns of any products containing Red Dye #3. Any remaining
Red 3 inventory must be disposed of.

Disclaimer
Icing Images is not a law firm and does not represent the FDA. Nothing on this page is legal or compliance advice. There is a
significant amount of inaccurate information circulating — please do your own research, consult the FDA directly at FDA.gov, and seek
qualified legal guidance for your specific situation.

160 Dawson Drive - Winchester, VA 22602
540-323-7990 - IcingImages.com

https://www.fda.gov/industry/color-additives/fdc-red-no-3
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